KEMPSTON  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


ON  THE 

HEALTH  OF  KEMPSTON 


FOR  THE  YEAR 


KEMPSTON 

URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


ANNUAL  REPORT 
of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
AND  OF  THE 

CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 
FOR  THE  YEAR 

1967 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 
G.  R.  THORPE,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 


Surveyor  and  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
S.  BENTHAM,  M.R.S.H.,  M.A.P.H.I. 


CONTENTS 


Page 

MEMBERS  AND  PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  AUTHORITY  . 4 

Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
PREFACE  ......  6 

1.  STATISTICS  OF  THE  AREA  ....  7 

2.  VITAL  STATISTICS  ....  7 

3.  GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  AND  MEDICAL  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA  12 

4.  PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  . . 13 

(a)  Prevalence  and  Control  of  Infectious  Disease  . 14 

(b)  Tuberculosis  ....  14 

(c)  Immunisation  and  Vaccination  . . . 15 

5.  CLEANSING  OF  VERMINOUS  PERSONS  . . . 15 

6.  NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT  1948  (Section  47)  . . 15 

Report  of  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 

PREFACE  ......  17 

7.  SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA  ...  18 

(a)  Water  Supply  ....  18 

(b)  Drainage  and  Sanitation  ...  18 

(c)  Sewage  Disposal  ....  19 

(d)  Rivers  and  Streams  ....  19 

(e)  Public  Cleansing  ....  19 

(f)  Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area  . . 20 

(g)  Clean  Air  Act  1956  ....  21 

(h)  Swimming  Baths  ....  22 

(i)  Petroleum  Regulations  ...  22 

(j)  Rag  Flock  and  Other  Filling  Materials  Act  1951  • 22 

(l)  Scrap  Metal  Dealers  Act  1964  ...  22 

(m)  Slaughterhouses  ....  22 


Continued 


Page 

8.  INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  ...  23 

(i)  Meat  Inspection  . . . . 23 

(ii)  Food  Premises  and  Food  Control  . . 25 

(iii)  Condemned  Food  1967  ...  26 

(iv)  Unsound  Food  ....  27 

9.  HOUSING  .....  29 

(a)  New  Dwellings  ....  29 

(b)  Unfit  Housing  ....  29 

(c)  Overcrowding  ....  30 

(d)  Underground  Rooms  ....  30 

(e)  Dwelling  House  Improvement  ...  30 

10.  PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT  1949  . . 31 

11.  FACTORIES  ACT  1961  ....  32 

(a)  Inspection  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  . 32 

(b)  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found  • . 33 

(c)  Outworkers  ....  33 

12.  OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT  1963  . . 34 

13.  CARAVAN  SITES  AND  CONTROL  OF  DEVELOPMENT  ACT  i960  . 36 


KEMPSTON  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 
(1967) 


Chairman 

COUNCILLOR  A.  BASEN 


Vice  Chairman 
COUNCILLOR  C.  W.  SMITH 


Councillor  B . Copperwheat 

” A,  W.  Denton 

" T.  J.  Fenn 

11  J.  Graves 


Councillor  M.  C.  Harris 

" Mrs.  E.  M.  Haylock 

" ¥.  Haylock 

" R.  G.  Luck 

" G.  N.  Simmons 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 
G.  R.  THORPE,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

Phoenix  Chambers,  High  Street,  Bedford. 

(Tel .No.  Bedford  51651 ) 

Surveyor  and  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
S.  BENTHAM,  M.R.S.H.,  M.A.P.H.I. 

Deputy  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
M.  H.  STOREY,  M.A.P.H.I. 

Additional  Public  Health  Inspector 
M.  CAPON,  M.A.P.H.I. 

Clerks 

MRS.  I.  BRYANT 

MRS.  J.  C.  HAMILTON  (To  31st  May,  1967) 
MRS.  M.  WEBB  (From  5th  June,  1967) 

General  Foreman 
F.  W.  CAVES 

Rodent  Operator 
J.  W.  BROOKS 


4 


' • 


■to t:  .d  » 

* ■■  . . 

* 

? • ^ ' -■  *c 

: 

■ - J9I 


. .. 


2 VA0  . [ 


• ••  i * • * . it  • > • 


Report  of  the 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 


G.  R.  THORPE,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H 


To  the  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
KEMPSTON  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


No  particular  health  problem  occurred  during  the  year.  The  statistics 
remained  satisfactory.  Births  in  the  District  were  much  the  same  as  last 
year,  being  205  compared  with  216  in  1966.  The  birth  rate  was  a little 
higher  than  that  for  England  and  Wales  - there  has  been  little  change  over 
the  past  five  years.  Deaths  in  1967  were  177,  compared  with  121  in  1966. 

In  order  to  be  able  to  compare  birth  rates  with  different  districts  in 
the  country  it  is  necessary  to  make  an  adjustment  to  the  figures.  The 
population  structure  varies  in  individual  districts;  for  example,  in  some 
newly  developed  towns  there  may  be  a preponderance  of  young  couples  over 
the  elderly  proportion  of  the  inhabitants  and  this  would  tend  to  give  a 
relatively  high  birth  rate  per  1000  population,  while  in  a resort  favoured 
by  retired  couples  the  population  of  young  persons  may  be  low,  with  a 
correspondingly  low  birth  rate.  Some  adjustment  therefore  has  to  be  made 
to  compensate  for  these  variations  and  the  Registrar  General  supplies  a 
comparability  factor  which  is  applied  to  the  crude  birth  rate  for  the 
district  concerned  and  the  resulting  number  is  then  comparable  with  other 
districts.  The  same  procedure  is  carried  out  with  the  death  rate. 

The  figures  for  the  District  compare  favourably  with  England  and  Wales 
as  a whole. 

There  has  been  an  increase  in  the  number  of  children  being  looked 
after  while  the  mother  is  otherwise  engaged.  The  Local  Authority  is 
required,  under  the  Nurseries  and  Child  Minders  Regulations  Act,  to 
register  persons  or  premises  where  children  are  looked  after  for  a 
substantial  part  of  the  day,  for  reward.  The  Act  ensures  that  premises 
are  suitable  and  the  accommodation  adequate.  There  must  be  sufficient 
floor  space  for  each  child  and  toilet  and  washing  facilities  must  be 
adequate.  The  ratio  of  staff  to  children  varies  with  the  age  of  the 
children.  Standards  regarding  these  requirements  are  laid  down  and  care 
is  taken  to  see  that  they  are  not  abused.  By  means  of  registration  the 
Local  Authority  is  able  to  exert  control  and  be  satisfied  that  the  well- 
being of  the  children  accommodated  is  in  no  danger. 

I am  grateful  to  you,  Mr.  Chairman,  and  to  the  Members  of  the  Council 
for  the  interest  shown  in  the  work  of  the  Department  and  also  to 
Mr.  Bentham  and  his  Staff  for  their  loyal  co-operation. 

I am, 


Your  obedient  servant, 

G.  R.  THORPE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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1.  STATISTICS  OF  THE  AREA 


Area  in  Acres  1,302 

Registrar  General’s  estimate  of 

home  population  mid-year  1967  •••  11,310 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  at  end 

of  year  according  to  Rate  Book  3, 573 

Rateable  value  (1st  April  1967)  £499,107 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  £2,190 


2.  VITAL  STATISTICS 

Live  Births 


Males  Females 

Legitimate  •••  •••  © • • 

...  102 

95 

Illegitimate  ...  . . * . . . 

• • • .. . ,5. 

Totals 

107 

98 

Crude  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  home  population 

18.1 

Adjusted  Birth  Rate  ••• 

(The  comparability  facter  for  the 

• • • 

District  being 

18,8 

1.04) 

As  compared  with: 

Average  of  last  5 years  . . • 

Adjusted  rate  for  Bedfordshire 
Rate  for  England  and  Wales 

• • • • • • 

• • • • • • 

» • • • • • 

18.5 

19.0 

17.2 

Total 

197 

8 

205 
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Still  Birth a 


Males  Females  Total 

Legitimate  . . « •••  •••  2 — 2 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ... 

Totals  2-2 

Still  birth  Rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births  10 

As  compared  with: 

Average  of  last  5 years  ...  ...  5.3 

Rate  for  Bedfordshire  ...  ...  12.3 

Rate  for  England  and  Wales  ...  ...  14.8 


Deaths 


Males  Females 

Total 

Deaths  in  District  . . . 

• • • 

• • • 

31 

38 

69 

Transferred  into  District 

• • • 

• • • 

21 

28 

49 

Transferred  from  District 

• • • 

• • • 

- 

_1 

1 

Totals 

52 

65 

117 

Crude  death  rate  per  1,000 

home  population 

10.3 

Adjusted  Death  Rate  ...  . . # 

(The  comparability  factor  for  the 

• • • 

District  being 

8.7 

0.84) 

As  compared  with: 

Average  of  last  5 years 

• • • 

• • • 

12.0 

Adjusted  rate  for  Bedfordshire  ...  9.2 

Rate  for  England  and  Wales  ...  ...  U.2 
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Deaths  of  Infants  Under  One  Year  of  Age 

MaLeg  Females  Total 


Logihamate  •••  • • • « # . •••  1 1 

Illegitimate  • . . • • » • • • * » • zz  zz 

Totals  1 1 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  related  live  births  10 

As  compared  with: 

Average  of  last  5 years 
Rate  for  Bedfordshire 
Rate  for  England  and  Wales 


13.9 

14.5 

19.0 


2 

2 


Deaths  Connected  with  Childbirth 

Maternal  Mortality  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births  ...  Nil 

As  compared  with: 

Average  of  last  5 years  ...  ...  Nil 

Rate  for  Bedfordshire  ...  ...  0.17 


There  was  little  change  in  the  causes  of  deaths  during  the  year. 
Coronary  disease  and  angina  continue  to  be  one  of  the  main  causes  of  death, 
and  also  vascular  lesions  of  the  central  nervous  system.  Two  deaths 
occurred  in  children  under  the  age  of  one  year. 

The  death  rate  was  lower  than  that  for  England  and  Wales  as  a whole. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATHS  AT  DIFFERENT 


Total 

all 

Ages 

Under 

4 

Weeks 

4 Weeks 
& Under 

1 Year 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F 

± • 

10 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

“ 

11 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Bronchus 

3 

- 

- 

— 

— 

■ 

It 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

13 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

14 

Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neoplasms 

3 

5 

- 

- 

- 

15 

Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

16 

Diabetes 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

- 

17 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System 

7 

20 

— 

— 

- 

_ 

18 

Coronary  Diseases,  Angina 

15 

10 

- 

- 

- 

- 

19 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

~ 

20 

Other  Heart  Disease 

8 

5 

— 

— 

— 

~ 

21 

Other  Circulatory  Disease 

3 

— 

— 

- 

- 

- 

23 

Pneumonia 

1 

6 

- 

— 

- 

~ 

24 

Bronchitis 

4 

1 

— 

— 

— 

h 

25 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

1 

- 

- 

— 

— 

26 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

32 

Other  Defined  and  Ill-Defined  Diseases 

3 

8 

— 

1 

1 

33 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

34 

All  Other  Accidents 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

— 

35 

Suicide 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

_ j 

Totals 

52 

65 

- 

1 

1 

- 
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PERIODS  OF  LIFE  DURING  1967 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  AND  MEDICAL  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA 


Provided  bv  the  North  West  Metropolitan  Regional  Hospital  Board: 

General  Hospitals 

Bedford  General  Hospital,  South  Wing,  Kempston  Road,  Bedford. 
Bedford  General  Hospital,  North  Wing,  Kimbolton  Road,  Bedford. 

Chest  Clinic  (for  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis) 

Bedford  General  Hospital,  North  Wing. 

Venereal  Disease  Clinics 

Bedford  General  Hospital,  South  Wing. 

St.  Mary's  Hospital,  Luton. 

Provided  bv  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service; 

Bacteriological  Laboratory 
Bedford  General  Hospital,  North  Wing. 

Provided  bv  the  Bedfordshire  County  Council; 

Ambulance  Service 

The  Service  provided  by  the  Bedfordshire  County  Council  covers  the  full 
twenty-four  hours  and  satisfactorily  meets  the  needs  of  the  area. 

In  addition  to  the  transport  of  emergency  cases,  ambulance  or  sitting- 
case  car  transport  is  available  for  carrying  patients  unable  to  travel  by 
other  means  to  and  from  hospitals  or  clinics,  when  attendance  is  necessary 
for  medical  treatment. 

The  Ambulance  Service  also  covers  the  removal  to  isolation  hospitals 
of  patients  usffering  from  infectious  disease. 

Domiciliary  Nursing  and  Midwifery  Service 
Health  Visiting  Service 

Chief  Nursing  Officers  Miss  W.  Frost, 

Health  Department,  Phoenix  Chambers, 

High  Street,  Bedford.  Tel.  Bedford  51651 

The  Kempston  Urban  District  is  satisfactorily  covered  by  Home  Nursing, 
Midwifery  and  Health  Visiting  personnel,  who  operate  under  the  supervision 
of  the  Chief  Nursing  Officer. 
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Home  Help  Service 

Organiser; 


Mrs.  V.M.  Van  Berckelaer, 

Medical  Centre,  Union  Street,  Bedford. 

Tel.  Bedford  52207 

Home  helps  are  provided  for  households  where  assistance  is  needed. 
The  amount  of  help  given  varies  according  to  the  needs  of  the  individual 
as&isted. 


Child  Welfare  Clinic 

Kempston  Methodist  Schoolroom,  Foster  Road,  Kempston. 
Fridays  - weekly. 

Mother craft  Classes 
Kempston  Methodist  Schoolroom 
Wednesday  afternoons. 

School  Clinic 

Union  Street  Bedford  - Audiometry 

Child  Guidance 
Dental  treatment 
Orthoptic  treatment 
Speech  Therapy. 

4.  PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Fewer  cases  of  measles  were  reported  this  year,  there  being  47  compared 
with  193  in  1966.  No  cases  of  diphtheria  or  poliomyelitis  were  reported, 
largely  due  to  the  immunisation  campaign.  This  must  not  give  rise  to 
complacency.  It  is  necessary  to  make  every  effort  to  ensure  that  babies 
are  fully  immunised. 

Occasional  outbreaks  of  food  poisoning  occur.  These  are  usually 
isolated  cases  in  which  it  is  very  difficult  to  trace  the  source  of  infection. 

Food  premises  are  regularly  visited  to  make  sure  that  the  standards 
of  hygiene  are  satisfactory.  Samples  of  food  stuffs  are  taken  for  analysis. 

Care  over  hygiene  in  the  home  will  have  a considerable  effect  in 
preventing  cases  of  food  poisoning.  This  includes  the  washing  of  hands 
before  preparing  food,  use  of  clean  utensils  and  prevention  of  contamination 
of  food  by  flies  and  vermin.  It  is  advisable  not  to  reheat  food  remaining 
from  a previous  meal.  Perishable  food  stuffs  should  be  used  as  soon  as 
possible. 
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a)  PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 


Disease 

Notification  by  Age  Groups 

0 

1 

VJ1 

5 - 15 

over  15 

Total 

Removed  to 
Hospital 

Measles 

33 

14 

_ 

47 

Whooping  cough 

2 

- 

- 

2 

- 

Scarlet  fever 

4 

5 

— 

9 

— 

Infective  hepatitis 

- 

10 

4 

14 

- 

Dysentery 

7 

3 

2 

12 

- 

Pneumonia 

- 

1 

- 

1 

— 

Erysipelas 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

Food  poisoning 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

Ga  st  r o -ent e ri t i s 

— 

— 

2 

2 

1 

b)  TUBERCULOSIS 


Age 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Pulmonary 

M.  F. 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

M.  F. 

Pulmonary 

M.  F. 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

M.  F. 

Under  1 year 
lto  5 years 

5 to  15  years 

15  to  35  years 

35  to  65  years 

Over  65  years 

1 1 

1 

1 

1 

- 

- 

Totals 

1 3 

1 

- 

- 

Number  om  Register  at  End  of  1967 


Pulmonary 
N on-Pul monary 


14  males  11  females 

1 male  1 female 
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c)  IMMUNISATION  AND  VACCINATION 


Vaccination  against  anterior  poliomyelitis,  whooping  cough  and 
diphtheria  is  the  responsibility  of  the  County  Council  and  is  carried  out  at 
infant  welfare  clinics  and  in  the  schools. 

There  were  no  cases  of  poliomyelitis  during  the  year. 

Vaccination  against  tuberculosis  by  B.C.G.  is  offered  to  school  leavers 
and  is  given  in  the  schools. 


5.  CLEANSING  OF  VERMINOUS  PERSONS 

This  section  refers  principally  to  school  children  with  head  lice 
infestation  and  they  are  dealt  with  as  a matter  of  routine  by  the  Health 
Visitors. 


6.  NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT  1948  (Section  47) 

No  action  was  necessary  under  this  Act  during  the  year. 
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Report  of  the 


Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  and 
Surveyor 


S.  BENTHAM,  M.R.S.H.,  M.A.P.H.l 


To  the  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  COMMITTEE 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  sixth  contribution  to  the  Annual  Report,  which 
has  been  re-styled. 

Nineteen  sixty-seven  was  the  first  full  year  in  which  an  Additional  Public  Health 
Inspector  was  employed  by  the  Council  and  this  is  reflected  in  the  increase  in  visits 
and  inspections  which  have  been  completed  by  staff  of  the  department.  In  particular, 
a considerable  number  of  routine  visits  have  been  made  to  food  premises,  there  have 
been  initial  and  follow-up  visits  made  to  all  premises  registered  under  the  Offices, 
Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act  1963 and  the  coming  into  operation  of  the  Food 
Hygiene  (Market  Stalls  and  Delivery  Vehicles)  Regulations  has  necessitated  an 
appreciable  number  of  inspections  of  food  vehicles. 

Housing  work  has  continued  to  occupy  a great  deal  of  officers  time.  By  the 
end  of  the  year,  action  had  been  commenced  in  respect  of  the  remaining  houses  included 
in  the  Council's  five  year  Slum  Clearance  Programme.  This  programme,  commenced  on 
the  1st  November,  1964,  should  be  completed  during  the  coming  year  and  it  may  then 
be  possible  to  re-survey  sub-standard  houses  for  possible  inclusion  in  a further 
programme. 

A survey  was  commenced  towards  the  latter  end  of  the  year  of  older  houses  lacking 
essential  amenities,  e.g.  bath,  internal  w.c.  and  hot  water  supply.  It  is  hoped  to 
follow-up  this  survey  work  by  initially  encouraging  owners  to  improve  their  properties 
with  Grants  which  are  available  and  thereafter,  if  necessary,  by  the  implementation  of 
Improvement  Area  action.  The  poor  rate  at  which  these  older  houses  are  being  improved 
gives  cause  for  concern  and  unless  these  houses  can  be  provided  with  what  can  only  be 
regarded  as  essential  amenities  and  necessary  repairs  carried  out  to  arrest  their 
decay,  future  slum  clearance  programmes  will  have  to  be  stepped-up,  which  in  turn  will 
increase  the  demand  for  new  houses.  The  burden  of  providing  replacement  houses  would 
fall  largely  on  the  Local  Authority. 

The  house  refuse  collection  service  was  further  improved  during  the  year.  All 
houses  in  the  district  are  now  equipped  with  paper  sackholders  and  holders  are  made 
available  free  of  charge  for  all  new  houses.  Apart  from  minor  difficulties  the  paper 
sack  system  of  storage  has  worked  extremely  well  and  has  enabled  a regular  collection 
service  to  be  maintained.  It  has  also  eased  the  problem  of  recruitment  of  collectors. 
To  offset  some  of  the  cost  of  sacks  and  sackholders,  there  has  been  a substantial 
saving  in  labour  costs.  The  purchase  of  a new  rear  loading  screw  compression  vehicle 
has  made  the  service  virtually  dustless. 

I would  like  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Committee, 
to  the  Clerk  of  the  Council  and  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  for  their  help  and  co- 
operation, and  to  my  staff  for  their  loyal  support  and  the  enthusiastic  manner  in 
which  they  have  carried  out  their  duties. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Stanley  Bent ham 
Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
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18th  October,  1968. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


(a)  Water  Supply 

The  North  Bedfordshire  Water  Board  is  responsible  for  the  water  supply 
which  is  piped  to  all  parts  of  the  District.  An  isolated  complaint  of 
hair-like  material  in  the  mains  was  received  and  although  investigated  it 
was  not  found  possible  to  trace  the  source.  After  flushing  the  system  no 
further  trouble  was  experienced. 


(b)  Drainage  and  Sanitation 

All  but  a few  premises  in  the  outer  parts  of  the  District  are  connected 
to  the  public  sewers.  Improvements  were  made  to  one  of  these  properties 
served  by  chemical  closets.  A water  closet  and  waste  gullies  were  installed 
and  connected  by  drains  to  a cesspool  which  is  emptied  by  a private  company 
giving  an  adequate  service  in  the  area. 

Thirty  drain  blockages  were  investigated  by  the  Council's  staff  during 
the  year:  where  the  responsibility  for  clearance  rested  with  the  Council, 
this  was  affected  by  the  maintenance  staff.  Advice  is  freely  available  to 
the  public  on  drainage  problems  and  when  necessary  notices  are  served 
requiring  the  execution  of  repairs  or  improvements. 

One  complaint  of  a flooding  cellar  was  received.  The  cause  of  this 
was  found  to  be  surface  water  from  the  road.  This  problem  was  cured  by  the 
County  Council  installing  an  additional  street  gulley. 

SUMMARY  OF  NOTICES 


No.  of  Blockages: 


30 


Informal  Notices: 
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Public  Health  Act  1936  Sec. 
Public  Health  Act  1936  Sec. 
Public  Health  Act  1936  Sec. 
Public  Health  Act  1961  Sec. 


24  Notices: 
39  Notices: 
93  Notices: 
17  Notices: 


Public  Health  Act  1961  Sec. 


18  Notices: 


28  (Repairs  executed  by  Council ) 

1 (Repairs  executed  by  owners) 

1 (Repairs  executed  by  owners) 

5 (Drains  cleared  by  Council  in) 
( default  of  owner  ) 

1 (Repairs  executed  by  Council) 
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(c)  Sewage  Disposal 


All  final  effluent  samples  taken  from  the  Council’s  Sewage  Disposal 
Works  were  satisfactory. 

The  sludge  lagoons  were  sprayed  by  hand  sprayers  with  a deode rising 
compound.  This  system  appeared  to  be  successful  since  no  complaints 
regarding  the  smell  nuisance  which  had  persisted  during  previous  summers 
were  received. 

Methods  of  sludge  treatment,  which  will  produce  an  inoccuous  and 
drier  sludge  are  still  under  consideration. 

( d ) Rivers  and  Streams 

Dredging  and  clearance  work  was  carried  out  to  all  sections  of  the 
brook  for  which  the  Council  are  responsible.  A concrete  bed  was  laid  to 
the  ford  in  Water  Lane  and  improvements  to  the  banking  of  several 
stretches  of  the  brook  were  made  both  by  private  individuals  and  the 
Council.  It  was  necessary  to  serve  one  notice  under  Section  259  of  the 
1936  Public  Health  Act,  requiring  the  clearance  of  a choked  watercourse. 

(e)  Public  Cleansing 


All  domestic  refuse  is  now  collected  by  means  of  the  paper  sack 
system  following  the  completion  of  the  2nd  phase  of  the  Council’s  two  year 
conversion  programme.  This  system  has  proved  popular  with  both  householder 
and  collector  alike,  being  more  hygienic,  quicker  and  easier  to  collect. 

The  service  was  further  improved  in  August  of  this  year  when  a new 
screw  compression  refuse  vehicle  was  purchased.  This  has  enabled  a 
regular  weekly  collection  to  be  maintained  throughout  the  year  of  both 
household  and  trade  refuse. 
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(f ) Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area 


The  following  Table  shows  the  number  of  inspections  made  for  all 
purposes 

Food  and  Drugs  Act 


Dairy  4 

Grocers  36 

Greengrocers  12 

Chip  Factory  5 

Butchers  7 

Chemist  1 

Confectioners  8 

Bakers  27 

Licensed  Premises  27 

Cafes  and  Restaurants  10 

Canteens  9 

Fish  and  Chip  Shops  10 

Ice  Cream  Premises  78 

Meat  Inspections  415 

Unsound  Food  28 

Food  and  Drugs  Act  21 

Food  Samples  Laboratory  2 

Housing  Acts 

H.A.  57  Repairs  27 

" Individually  Unfit  , 63 

" Clearance  Areas  116 

" Overcrowding  21 

House  Improvement  403 

Public  Health  Acts 

P.H.A.  Repairs  81 

" Drainage  Obstructions  120 

" Drain  Tests  and  Inspections  62 

" Other  Nuisances  39 

" Infectious  Diseases  153 

" Food  Poisoning  21 

" Refuse  Collection  81 

" Refuse  Disposal  19 

" Verminous  Premises  2 

" Pest  Control  26 

" Building  Byelaws  11 
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Other  Acts  and  Regulations 


Food  Hygiene  Delivery  Vehicles  52 
Rag  Flock  and  Other  Filling  Material  Act  2 
Petroleum  Regulations  2 
Sewerage  19 
Sewage  Disposal  7 
Factories  Act  (Mechanical)  7 
Factories  Act  (Non  Mechanical)  5 
Railway,  Shops  and  Offices  Act  109 
Rent  Act  1 
Noise  Abatement  25 
Caravans  11 
Public  Conveniences  1 
Miscellaneous  82 
Pet  Animals  Act  1 
Clean  Air  Act  32 
Immigration  Act  1 
Scrap  Metal  Act  1 


(g)  Clean  Air  Act  1956 

Three  applications  for  prior  approval  under  the  Act  were  received. 
One  was  approved  subject  to  improvements  being  made  to  the  installation 
and  to  the  chimney  height  being  increased.  Another  was  withdrawn  as 
the  installation  was  below  the  minimum  B.T.U.  rating.  A third  was 
refused  prior  approval  although  certain  improvements  were  made  on  the 
recommendation  of  the  department  but  these  were  insufficient  in  relation 
to  the  chimney  height  for  the  installation  to  be  approved. 

Informal  notices  were  sent  to  seven  industrial  and  commercial 
concerns  who  were  burning  refuse  indiscriminately.  Incinerators  which 
deal  with  refuse  of  all  descriptions  smokelessly,  are  manufactured  at 
reasonable  prices.  Details  of  this  equipment  are  available  from  the 
Public  Health  Department. 

Observations  were  carried  out  on  one  premises  following  complaints 
of  a nuisance  being  caused  to  the  occupants  of  a nearby  house  by  smoke 
emitted  from  a heating  installation  burning  waste  oil.  Smoke  was 
discovered  to  be  in  excess  of  that  allowed  by  the  Dark  Smoke  (Permitted 
Periods)  Regulations  1958.  An  informal  approach  was  made  to  the  owner 
who  subsequently  removed  the  offending  heater  and  installed  a new 
system  burning  fuel  oil. 
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(h)  Swimming  Baths 


There  are  two  swimming  pools  in  the  district  at  the  Bedford  Road 
Primary  School  and  the  Balliol  Road  Primary  School.  Samples  are  taken  by 
the  school’s  staff  and  by  an  officer  of  the  County  Council.  Next  year 
the  department  hopes  to  purchase  testing  equipment  and  to  carry  out  regular 
routine  checks. 

(i ) Petroleum  Regulations 

Two  new  applications  for  licences  were  approved  subject  to  the 
standard  conditions  and  two  installations  were  discontinued. 

A total  of  26  licences  were  in  force  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

( j ) Rag  Flock  and  Other  Filling  hate rials  Act  1951 

One  upholsterer  is  registered  under  the  Act.  A formal  sample 
of  coir  fibre  taken  by  the  Council's  Inspectors  and  submitted  for 
laboratory  testing  proved  to  be  satisfactory. 

(k)  Disinfections 

Once  again  no  treatments  were  necessary  following  infectious  disease. 

(l ) Scrap  Metal  Dealers  Act  196a 

Three  persons  are  registered  as  dealers  in  Scrap  Metal. 

(m)  Slaughterhouses 

There  is  one  private  licenced  slaughterhouse  in  the  District  which 
supplies  shops  in  Kempston,  Bedford,  and  other  parts  of  the  county.  All 
meat  leaving  the  slaughterhouse  is  inspected  and  stamped  by  the  Council's 
Inspectors.  The  quality  of  the  animals  handled  here  is  of  a generally 
high  standard.  Nevertheless  a total  of  8.7  tons  of  meat  was  rejected  as 
unfit  because  of  disease  and  other  conditions,  many  of  which  are 
transmittible  to  humans.  This  illustrates  the  importance  of  maintaining 
an  adequate  inspection  service  to  eliminate  diseased  meat  before  it 
reaches  the  butcher's  shop.  The  cost  to  the  Council  of  this  service 
is  partly  offset  by  charges  levied  on  each  animal  inspected  to  the 
occupier  of  the  slaughterhouse,  which  in  1967  amounted  to  £470. 

An  examination  of  the  statistics  reveals  a slight  increase  in  the 
throughput  of  animals.  The  figures  show  an  overall  decrease  in  disease 
which  is  most  pronounced  in  pigs.  From  32%  to  24%  in  general  diseases 
and  from  11%  to  7.8%  in  tuberculosis.  A most  encouraging  aspect  in 
cattle  is  the  drop  in  the  incidence  of  Cysticercus  Bovis  (human  tape  worm). 
The  numbers  affected  dropped  by  a third.  However  in  two  animals  the  disease 
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was  found  to  be  generalised,  this  meat  being  potentially  very  dangerous. 
This  disease  is  the  direct  result  of  cattle  eating  pasture  contaminated 
with  human  sewage  and  although  in  one  case  investigations  were  made  at 
the  farm  of  origin,  it  was  not  possible  to  determine  the  source  of  the 
disease.  In  the  other  instance  the  label  had  been  washed  off  the  animal 
and  this  frustrated  any  further  investigation. 


8.  INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 
(i)  Meat  Inspection 

Cattle  Sheep 

(excluding  Cows  Calves  and  Pigs 
Cows  Lambs 


Number  slaughtered  and 

inspected.  2,06l 

CONDEMNATIONS 

All  diseases  except  tuber- 
culosis  and  cvsticercosis 

Whole  carcases  condemned.  - 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned.  817 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  tuber- 
culosis and  cysticercosis.  39.7% 

Tuberculosis 

Whole  carcases  condemned. 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned.  - 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis. 

Cvsticercosis 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 


or  organ  was  condemned.  40 

Carcases  submitted  to  treat- 
ment by  refrigeration.  33 

Generalised  and  totally 
condemned.  2 

Percentage  affected.  1.94 % 


15  5 3,188  4,577 


6 2 191  1,095 


40%  40%  5.98%  24% 


356 


7.8% 
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TfejiKfrfc,  Aa  3J?,a 


Disease 


Abscesses 

Actinomycosis  & Actinobacillosis 

Adehesions 

Angioma 

Arthritis 

Atelectasis 

Atrophy 

Blood  Splash 

Bronchitis 

Cardiac  Myositis 

Cirrhosis 

Contamination 

Emph  ysema 

Endocarditis 

Fatty  Infiltration 

Fevered  Conditions 

Haemato  ma 

Haemorrhagic  Conditions 
Hepititis 

Hydronephrosis  & Retention  Cysts 

Inflamation 

Infarcts 

Mastitis 

Melanosis 

Myocarditis 

Myositis 

Necro sis 

Nephritis  and  Interstitial  Nephritis 

Oedema  and  Bruising 

Parasites  & Cysts 

Pericarditis 

Peritonitis 

Petechia 

Pneumonia  & Pleurisy 
Telangiectasis 
Tuberculosis 
Tumour 

Uraemia  and  Emaciation 


TOTAL 


Combined  Weight  of  all  Condemned 
Meat 


Beef Veal Mutton Pork 


1,719 

- 

li 

315 

320 

- 

1 

- 

*• 

2 

12 

- 

— 

- 

- 

1 

353 

— 

— 

— 

2 

ii 

- 

1 

Y 

— 

— 

2 

— 

12 

- 

- 

5 

— • 

— 

— 

104 

- 

3 

30 

28 

- 

23i 

18 

6 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

3 

24 

- 

- 

8 

577 

- 

- 

4 

3 

— 

— 

— 

li 

— 

1 

1 

12 

— 

- 

8 

78 

- 

1 

2 

30 

— 

— 

— 

2 

23 

- 

1 

22k 

15 

- 

- 

- 

6 

- 

- 

- 

5 

— 

— 

— 

2 

- 

- 

115 

4 

- 

- 

- 

67 

1 

li 

18 

70 

47 

- 

187 

5,353f 

- 

228 

2,781 

20 

— 

1 

2 

nc% 

6li 

- 

li 

27 

- 

— 

- 

14i 

l,744i 

- 

20i 

936t 

378 

- 

- 

5 

— 

— 

— 

2,985 

2 

_ 

— 

261 

- 

- 

- 

23li 

10,6541 

48 

2S/£ 

8, 4691 

8.7  tons. 
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(ii)  Food  Premises  and  Food  Control 


There  are  now  23  food  handling  premises  within  the  District,  an 
increase  of  11  over  last  years  figure.  All  of  these  premises  were 
inspected  during  the  year  at  least  once.  The  need  for  this  vigilance 
was  borne  out  by  the  fact  that  it  was  found  necessary  to  send  56  letters 
pointing  out  contraventions  of  the  Hygiene  Regulations. 

Proceedings  were  commenced  for  contraventions  of  the  Regulations  at 
a bakery  that  had  been  twice  previously  prosecuted  by  the  Council  for  similar 
offences.  However  before  going  to  Court  the  bakery  went  out  of  business 
and  it  was  decided  to  drop  the  action.  At  another  bakery,  a serious 
insect  infestation  was  discovered  during  a routine  visit  by  the  Public 
Health  Inspector.  The  flour  loft  was  infested  with  the  Broad  Horned 
Flour  Beetles,  Australian  Spider  Beetles,  Carpet  Beetles  and  Cadelle 
Beetles.  In  addition  to  this  over  30  other  contraventions  of  the  Regu- 
lations were  found.  A warning  letter  was  sent  to  the  occupier  and  within 
a fortnight,  the  insect  infestation  was  eradicated  and  the  majority  of  the 
other  items  attended  to. 

Regulations  governing  the  sale  and  delivery  of  food  from  vehicles 
and  stalls  came  into  force  at  the  beginning  of  the  year.  Seventy  seven 
vehicles  are  operating  from  Kempston  and  on  most  of  those  inspected  it 
was  found  necessary  for  works  to  be  carried  out. 

Bacteriological  sampling  of  ice  cream  was  commenced  during  the  year. 
Thirty  three  samples  were  taken  and  five  of  these  were  unsatisfactory. 

In  all  of  these  five  cases,  ice  cream  was  being  sold  from  open  topped 
cabinets  from  which  other  frozen  commodities  were  also  sold  and  to  which 
the  public  had  access.  This  practice  has  now  been  stopped.  Next  year 
it  is  hoped  to  extend  this  sampling  to  other  foods,  particularly  those 
that  are  manufactured  in  Kempston. 
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Number  of  Food  Handling  Premises  in  the  Area 

Type  of  No.  of 

Premises  Premises 


(a) 

Shops 

Bakers 

4 

Butchers 

7 

Confectioners  (Sweets) 

8 

Confectioners  (Flour) 

2 

Grocers 

26 

Greengrocers 

6 

Fish  & Chips 

4 

(b) 

Vans  & Stalls 

77 

(c) 

Catering  Establishments 

Cafes  and 

Restaurants 

3 

Works  Canteens 

9 

School  Canteens 

4 

Outside  Canteens 

1 

(d) 

Licensed  Premises 

11 

(e) 

Dairy  Depots 

2 

(f) 

Wholesale  Warehouses 

4 

Total  number  of 

food  premises  - 

93 

Total  number  of 

food  vans  - 

77 

Premises  registered  under 

Section  16  of  the  Food  & Drugs 

Act  1955 

Ice  Cream  Premises  - 26 

Cooked  Meat  or  Sausage 

Manufacturers  - 11 


(iii)  Condemned  Food  1967 

The  following  unsound  food  was  surrendered  voluntarily  and  condemnation 
certificates  issued. 

Tons  Cwts.  lbs. 

8 13  80f 

5 88 

86 

14  8 

3 28 


TOTAL  10  7 665- 


Meat  at  slaughterhouses. 
Canned  meat. 

Canned  fish. 

Canned  fruit  and  vegetables. 
Other  Foods. 
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(iv)  Unsound  Food 


Seven  complaints  of  unsound  food  were  received  during  the  year  and 
somewhat  significantly  these  all  involved  food  that  was  affected  with 
mould  growths.  Almost  without  exception  the  cause  of  the  deterioration 
was  the  failure  of  the  retailer  to  rotate  his  stock  properly.  Modern 
selling  methods  call  for  a stricter  vigilance  on  the  part  of  the  shop 
keeper  to  ensure  that  food  stuffs  are  not  sold  when  out  of  condition. 
This  point  is  constantly  made  to  the  shop  keeper  during  Public  Health 
Inspectors*  routine  visits. 


Article  of  Nature  of 

Food  Complaint 


Complaint  Action  Taken 


Wrapped  Loaf  Mould  Growths 


Fruit  Pie  Mould  Growths 


Pork  Pie  Mould  Growths 


Chocolate  Cup  Mould  Growths 
Cakes 


Private  Person  Matter  taken  up  with 
both  retailer  and 
manufacturer,  who 
made  conflicting 
statements  as  to  the 
age  of  the  bread. 
Evidence  not  consid- 
ered strong  enough  for 
prosecution  and  warning 
letters  were  sent. 

Private  Person  Code  checked  with 

manufacturers  and  pie 
found  to  be  27  days 
old  when  Purchased. 
Retailers  prosecuted  and 
fined  £5. 


Private  Person 
via  Beds.  C.C. 
Trading 

Standards  Dept. 


Code  checked  with  manu- 
facturers, pie  found  to 
be  9 days  old  when 
purchased.  Retailers 
prosecuted  and  fined  £5. 


Private  Person  Code  checked  with 

manufacturer  and  cakes 
found  to  be  21  days  old 
when  purchased. 

Retailers  premises 
checked  and  contraventions 
under  the  Hygiene  Regu- 
lations discovered. 

Continued 
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Article  of  Nature  of 

Food  Complaint 

Complaint  Action  Taken 

Chocolate  Cup 

Cakes  (Cont.) 

Warning  letter  sent 
regarding  contra- 
ventions which  were 
subsequently  remedied. 

Retailers  prosecuted 
for  the  cup  cake 
offence  and  fined  £10. 

Angel  Layer  Mould  Growths 

Cake 

Private  Person  Code  checked  with 

manufacturers.  Cake 
found  to  be  16  days 
old  when  purchased. 

Retailerb  premises 
checked  and  other 
contraventions  under 
the  Hygiene  Regulations 
discovered.  Warning 
letter  sent  regarding 
contraventions  which 
were  subsequently 
remedied.  Manufacturer 
and  Retailer  prosecuted 
and  fined  £^D  + 10  gns. 
cost  & £3  respectively. 

Wrapped  Cheese  Mould  Growths 
Slices 

Private  Person  Code  checked  with 

manufacturers  and  cheese 
found  to  be  within  normal 
"shelf  life".  Mould  due 
to  packet  becoming 
punctured.  As  there  was 
insufficient  evidence  to 
show  when  this  occurred, 
warning  letters  sent  to 
manufacturer  and  retailer. 

Apple  Tart  Mould  Growths 

Private  Person  After  investigation, 

mould  found  to  be  caused 

through  storing  fruit 
tarts  in  a warm  and 
unventilated  cupboard. 
Proceedings  commenced 
but  vital  witness 
left  district  and  could 
not  be  traced.  Storage 
conditions  at  shop  improved 
and  a stricter  selling  code 
established. 
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HOUSING 


(a)  New  Dwellings 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  houses  completed  for 
occupation  over  the  last  ten  years 


Year 

Kempston 

U.D.C . 

By  Private 
Enterprise 

Total 

1957 

6 

32 

38 

1958 

3 (flats) 

30 

33 

1959 

14 

35 

49 

I960 

24 

43 

67 

1961 

— 

16 

16 

1962 

- 

19 

19 

1963 

— 

36 

3 (flats) 

39 

1964 

53 

237 

290 

1965 

119 

166 

285 

1966 

38 

142 

180 

1967 

8 

73 

81 

TOTALS 

265 

832 

1,097 

(b)  Unfit  Housing 

Action  in  connection  with  the  remaining  houses  in  the  five  year 
Slum  Clearance  Programme  was  commenced  during  the  course  of  1967.  Two 
Public  Enquiries  were  held.  One  concerned  the  Up  End  Compulsory 
Purchase  Order  1966,  which  was  confirmed  subject  to  certain  amendments, 
and  the  other  concerned  the  Cater  Street  Compulsory  Purchase  Order  1967, 
which  was  also  confirmed.  These  two  areas  contained  a potential  of  65 
persons  requiring  rehousing.  Other  individually  unfit  properties  in 
Bunyan  Road,  High  Street,  Margetts  Road,  Church  Walk  and  Woburn  Road 
accounted  for  a further  67  persons  making  a total  of  132  persons  in 
need  of  rehousing. 

The  new  council  house  development  at  Woburn  Road  was  commenced  this 
year  and  is  primarily  intended  to  rehouse  people  from  Clearance  Areas 
and  other  unfit  property.  By  the  end  of  the  year  the  first  families  had 
moved  in. 


Summarv  of  Slum  Clearance 

Houses  Demolished 

10 

Houses  in  Clearance  Areas 

47 

Demolition  Orders 

19 

Unfit  Houses  Pur chased  by 
Council  before  Demolition 

Orders  made 

7 
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(c)  Overcrowding 


Four  cases  of  statutory  overcrowding  were  discovered  and  all  wore 
abated  after  informal  approaches.  Three  of  the  instances  involved 
immigrants,  one  house  being  overcrowded  on  two  seperate  occasions. 


(d)  Underground  Rooms 

One  house  to  which  the  Regulations  governing  the  occupation  of 
underground  rooms  applied,  was.  found  to  be  deficient  in  respect  of 
ventilation,  natural  lighting  and  dampness.  After  an  informal  approach, 
the  owner  carried  out  work  to  render  the  house  fit  for  human  habitation. 


(e)  Dwelling  House  Improvement 

Now  that  all  of  the  District's  unfit  houses  have  been  dealt  with 
xander  the  Housing  Acts  it  is  intended  to  pursue  a policy  of  improving 
those  older  houses  not  provided  with  such  facilities  as  bathrooms,  wash- 
hand  basins,  hot  water  supply,  internal  w.c.'s  and  food  stores.  Already 
a reasonable  number  of  owner/occupiers  have  taken  advantage  of  the 
Improvement  Grants  available  for  this  purpose.  This  is  not  the  case 
however  with  tenanted  houses.  The  1964  Housing  Act  has  given  Local 
Authorities  powers  to  compel  landlords  to  improve  their  houses,  both  as 
area  improvement  and  to  individual  houses  where  the  tenant  has  requested 
such  action. 

During  the  latter  part  of  this  year  over  200  preliminary  inspections 
were  made  in  older  houses  for  the  purpose  of  improving  a substantial  area 
in  the  District.  As  soon  as  a suitable  area  can  be  defined,  advertising 
will  take  place  and  it  is  hoped  encourage  owners  to  carry  out  improvements 
to  avoid  the  necessity  for  compulsory  procedures. 

Standard  Improvement  Grants  1967 

As  well  as  the  houses  referred  to  above,  applications  for  grants  in 
the  normal  manner  were  received  and  dealt  with  as  summarised  below. 


Applications  Received 

15 

Applications  Withdrawn 

2 

Applications  Deferred 

1 

Applications  Approved 

13 

Applications  Taken  Up 

13 

Total  amount  paid  in  Grants 

£1,262 
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PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT  1949 


The  following  Table  shows  the  work  undertaken  during  the  year 
ending  31st  December,  1967.  The  pests  dealt  with  included  Rats,  Mice, 
Wasps,  Mites,  Carpet  Beetles  and  Flies. 


No.  of 

Properties 

Inspected 


No.  of 
Properties 
found  to  be 
infested 


No.  of 
Notices 
served 
under 
Sec.  4 


No . of  treatment  s 
carried  out 


R Volun- 

Council's  ta£ly 
Operator  0cc'pier 


Local  Authority's  Property  1 
Dwelling  Houses  82 
Business  Premises  20 
Agricultural  Property  - 


1 

82 

20 


1 

230 

74 


In  addition  to  these  visits,  the  sewerage  system  was  test  baited  with 
negative  results. 

A free  service  is  provided  for  domestic  properties  and  a small  charge 
is  made  for  visits  to  business  premises. 

One  notice  under  section  4 of  the  Act  was  served  on  the  owner  of  an 
industrial  concern  to  carry  out  works  to  make  a building  containing  bread 
meal  rat  proof.  All  of  the  specified  works  were  subsequently  carried  out 
by  the  owner. 
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11.  FACTORIES  ACT  1961 

Prescribed  particulars  on  the  Administration  of  the  Factories  Act  1961 

PART  I OF  THE  ACT 

(a)  Inspection  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health. 


Premises 

No.  on 
Register 

No.  of 
Inspec- 
tions 

No.  of 
Written 
Noti ces 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1, 2,3,4 
and  6 are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local 
Authorities . 

Nil 

(ii)  Factories  not 

included  in  (i) 
which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by 

Local  Authority 

80 

11 

2 

Nil 

(iii)  Other  premises  in 
which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority 
(excluding  outworkers 
Premises) . 

22 

6 

1 

TOTALS 

102 

17 

3 

Nil 
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(b)  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found 


Particulars 

No.  of  Cases 
in  which  defects 
were  found 

Referred 

To  H.M.  By  H.M. 
Inspec-  Inspec- 

No.  of  Cases 
in  which 
Prosecutions 
were  insti- 
tuted 

Found 

Remedied 

tor 

tor 

Want  of  cleanliness 

Overcrowding 

- 

— 

- 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Inadequate  ventilation 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors 

Sanitary  Conveniences 
(a)  Insufficient 

1 

1 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

1 

1 

(c)  Not  separate 
for  sexes 

1 

1 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to 
outwork) 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

TOTALS 

5 

5 

- 

- 

- 

(c)  Outworkers 


Section  133 

Section  134 

Nature  of 
Work 

No.  of 
Out 

Workers 

No.  of  Cases 
of  Default  in 
Sending  Lists 
to  Council 

No.  of 
Prosecutions 
for  Failure 
to  Supply 
Lists 

No.  of 
Instances 
of  Work  in 
Unwholesome 
Premises 

Notices 

Served 

Prose- 

cutions 

Dressmaking 

2 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

Glove 

Stitching 

2 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

Cushion 

Covers 

2 

| 

- 

- 

- 

- 
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OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT  1963 


The  administration  of  this  Act,  which  covers  Offices,  Retail  Shops, 
Warehouses  and  Catering  Establishments,  continues  to  increase  and  only 
the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  accounts  for  more  of  the  Public  Health  Inspectors’ 
time.  Fifteen  additional  premises  were  added  during  the  year  and  there 
are  now  101  premises  registered  employing  a total  of  817  persons. 

When  the  initial  inspection  is  carried  out  very  few  premises  are 
found  to  comply  with  the  regulations  and  a total  of  90  offences  were 
noted  last  year.  Most  of  these  were  remedied  informally  without  resort 
to  legal  action.  Employers  still  continue  to  open  up  businesses  without 
bothering  to  register  the  premises.  Apart  from  this  omission  and  the 
failure  to  display  the  Abstract  of  the  Act,  the  most  common  contravention 
experienced  is  the  failure  to  provide  sufficient  and  adequate  artificial 
lighting  parti cularly  on  stairs  and  in  corridors. 

No  accidents  were  reported  during  the  year.  This  is  somewhat 
surprising  when  one  considers  the  number  of  persons  employed  in  these 
premises.  Next  year  a check  will  be  made  to  ensure  that  employers 
realise  their  obligations  to  report  accidents.  This  is  necessary  in 
order  that  the  Public  Health  Inspector  might  investigate  the  circum- 
stances and  make  recommendations  to  prevent  a reoccurrence. 


Class  of 
Premises 

No.  of  Premises 
Registered  in 
1967 

No,  of  Premises 
Receiving 

General 

Inspections  1967 

Total  No.  of 

Premises 

Registered 

No.  of 

Persons 

Employed 

Office 

5 

20 

35 

615 

Retail  Shops 

7 

40 

57 

179 

Wholesale  Shops 
and  Warehouses 

3 

5 

5 

12 

Catering  Estab- 
lishments and 
Warehouses 
open  to  the 

Public 

Nil 

2 

4 

7 

Fuel  Storage 

Depots 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

TOTALS 

15 

67 

101 

817 

(247  Males) 
(570  FemaLes) 
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OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT  1963  (Continued) 


SUMMARY  OF  CONTRAVENTIONS 

Dirty  Walls  ..  ..  2 

Artificial  Lighting  12 

Ventilation  ..  .«  . . . . 10 

Failure  to  Register  11 

Dirty  Floors  • • . • 2 

First  Aid  •.  ••  10 

Failure  to  Display  Abstract ••  ».  13 

Thermometer 6 

Drinking  Water  5 

Unsafe  Stairs  ••  3 

Unsafe  Lofts  ••  ..  1 

Hot  and  Cold  Water  ..  3 

Wash  Hand  Basin  2 

Dangerous  Floors ••  *.  H 

Clothes  Drying  * • . ..  1 

Soap  and  Towels  ..  1 

Heating  1 
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CARAVAN  SITES  AND  CONTROL  OF  DEVELOPMENT  ACT  i960 


The  high  cost  of  conventional  housing  and  the  general  shortage 
of  rented  accommodation  has  resulted  in  a demand  for  caravans  as 
permanent  houses,  especially  among  newly  wed  couples,  who  perhaps 
are  not  in  a position  to  buy  a house  immediately,  are  unable  to  obtain 
suitable  rented  accommodation  and  yet  are  anxious  to  start  their 
married  life  away  from  parents  and  inlaws. 

This  demand  for  residential  caravans  happily  has  resulted  in 
manufacturers  raising  their  standards  and  the  modern  residential 
caravan,  which  complies  with  B.S.  3632  is  a far  cry  from  the  earlier 
touring  caravans  which  were  adapted  for  residential  use.  The  problems 
previously  associated  with  condensation  have  now  been  largely  overcome 
by  the  use  of  better  insulation  materials  and  permanent  ventilation 
points. 

There  is  only  one  licensed  caravan  site  within  the  District. 
Facilities  were  further  improved  during  the  year  and  a good  standard 
now  exists  for  the  65  caravans  on  the  site.  Each  caravan  is 
equipped  with  its  own  sanitary  convenience,  electricity  supply  and  a 
piped  water  supply. 

Approval  for  a site  shop  was  given  and  when  completed  this  should 
provide  a useful  service  to  the  residents. 

Three  notices  were  served  for  disrepair  to  caravans,  all  of  them 
were  complied  with,  one  caravan  being  removed  from  the  site  and 
replaced  with  a newer  model*,  A further  three  lighting  columns  were 
provided  and  work  to  the  extention  for  a further  nine  caravans  was 
finished. 
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